
 
Harris County Department of Education 

Minutes of Regular Board Meeting 
April 20, 2022 

The Harris County Board of School Trustees met in regular session on April 20, 2022, in the Board Room, 
at 6300 Irvington Boulevard, Houston, Texas 77022. Danny Norris, Board President, called the meeting to 
order at 1 :02 p.m. and declared a quorum present, that the meeting was duly called, and that notice of the 
meeting was posted in accordance with the Texas Open Meetings Act, Gov't. Code §551.041 and §551.051. 

Board Members 
Present: 

Board Members 
Absent: 

Board Attorney: 

Administration: 

Visitors: 

Danny Norris, Board President; Richard Cantu, Vice President; Andrea 
Duhon, Second Vice President; David Brown; Amy Hinojosa; Eric Dick; and 
Erica Davis 

None 

Sarah Langlois 

James Colbert, Jr., County School Superintendent; Jesus Amezcua, Assistant 
Superintendent for Business Services; Jonathan Parker, Assistant 
Superintendent for Academic Support; C.J. Rodgers, Assistant 
Superintendent for Education & Enrichment; Joyce Akins, Director Center for 
Grants Development; Venetia Baldwin, Executive Assistant Board of 
Trustees; Danielle Bartz, Chief of Staff; Cindy Brunswick, Senior Director 
Teaching and Learning Center; Lisa Caruthers, Director CASE for Kids; 
Danielle Clark, Chief Communications Officer; Carie Crabb, Senior Director 
School-Related Therapy Services; Curtis Davis, Director Records 
Management; Dave Einsel, Director Communications and Creative Services; 
Kendra Jackson, Director Purchasing; Victor Keys, Principal Academic 
Behavior School West; Marcia Leiva, Chief Accounting Officer; Charles Ned, 
Senior Director of Schools; Venetia Peacock, Senior Director Head Start; 
Stephanie Ross, Senior Director Adult Education; Donna Trevino-Jones, 
Principal Academic Behavior School East; Natasha Truitt, Executive Director 
Human Resources; Rich Vela, Executive Director Facilities 

None 
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1. Invocation - Donald Mims, Records Management

2. Pledge of Allegiance to the US flag - Armando Rodriguez, Head Start

3. Pledge of Allegiance to the Texas flag - Armando Rodriguez, Head Start

4. Open Forum - Gov't Code 551.003 (5) - Public Participation. Pursuant to Policy BED
(Local), a citizen who wishes to speak may do so by completing a participation request card
available at the Board room at least 1 0 minutes prior to a regular Board meeting.

No one from the public requested to speak during the open forum portion of the meeting.

5. Reports and presentations

A Employee of the Month - Natasha Truitt, Executive Director of Human Resources

Natasha Truitt introduced the April 2022 HCDE Employee of the Month, Nora Contreras,
Physical Therapy Assistant. HCDE Communications showed a brief video about Mrs.
Contreras' role and impact.

Trustee David Brown arrived at 1 :08 p.m.

B. Superintendent Monthly Report - James Colbert, Jr.

Superintendent Colbert announced that he has started his tour of meetings with county
superintendents to discuss services provided to them throughout the school year and to address
future needs. He also highlighted the Schools Division's meeting with district representatives,
hosted by Mr. Jonathan Parker, that will be held on Friday, April 21, 2022. Administrators from
area school districts will meet with the Schools Division to gain feedback on services and future
initiatives.

Budget meetings will commence soon, and Dr. Jesus Amezcua and his staff will meet with
HCDE divisions regarding their budgets.

Mr. Colbert also mentioned that various HCDE divisions will host and attend job fairs throughout

the summer to address changing recruitment and retention needs.

C. Annual Division Update on Records Management - Curtis W. Davis, Director

D. Annual Division Update on Head Start - Venetia Peacock, Senior Director

E. Other reports from Board members concerning attendance or participation in a board or
HCDE-related conference, event, activity, or committee; accolades for an HCDE staff
member or other deserving person.

Trustee Norris attended the Regional Scholastic Art & Writing Awards, which took place March
29-30, 2022. During the ceremonies, students from school districts across Harris county were
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